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A3 Candidates hold 

forums for students to 
learn their platforms before 
the upcoming ASI elections. 


Six freshmen look to 
play a vital role on the 
women’s softball team. 
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B3 No sun for sand volley- 
ball; team pushes on 
despite rain delays. 


Culture 


PointDexter will be rockin’ the 
Nooner stage at Serna Plaza 
outside the University Union. 


The College of Arts and 

Letters hosted the annual 

Festival of the Arts on 
Wednesday, April 13. 
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CFA members Niesha Gates, Jennifer Eagan, Kevin Wehr and Kathy Sheffield hold a telephone press conference with CSU Chancellor Timothy White. 


A 2.65 percent service salary, or step increase, during the 2017-18 fiscal fete] } 


Increasing minimum promotion raise amount from 7.5 to 9 percent. 


CFA, CSU find middle ground 
for tentative salary agreement 


| Joel Boland 
) @shmoland 


psec 


z 


After months of deliber- 
ating, negotiating and agi- 
tating, the California Fac- 
ulty Association has made 
a tentative agreement 
with the California State 
University administration 
and called off what would 
have been the largest U.S. 
higher education strike in 
history. 

The CSU has agreed to 
award faculty a 10.5 per- 
cent raise in three install- 
ments over the next two 
years. 

The CFA’s rallying cries 
throughout the leadup to 
the strike were “Fight for 
five” and “Five is fair,” 
referencing their demands 
for a 5 percent salary in- 
crease. Kevin Wehr, pres- 
ident of the Sacramento 
chapter of the CFA and 
head of the bargaining 


team, said that making 
the first salary increase 5 
percent was “symbolically 
important.” That 5 per- 
cent increase is not ret- 
roactive for the 2015-16 
fiscal year, though. 

Also, because the CSU 
and CFA were in negotia- 
tions for so long, the previ- 
ously budgeted 2 percent 
raise was not awarded 
to faculty for 2015-16. 
Chancellor White said 
that unspent money, along 
with another 2 percent 
raise that had been bud- 
geted for 2016-17 and 
some savings carried for- 
ward from this year, was 
what made the 10.5 per- 
cent raise feasible without 
taking away from other 
CSU programs. 
Chancellor White said 
the total faculty salary cost 
over the agreement peri- 
od ending June 30, 2018, 
including these percent- 
age increases, would be 


approximately 
$200 million. 

Chancellor 
White had said 
previously that 
the CSU  sys- 
tem could not 
spend money 
it didn’t have, 
and that the 
only way to 
award the CFA 
the raise it was 
asking for was 
to divert funds 
from other vital 
projects. 

White referred to the 
process of budgeting this 
raise for faculty as a “Ru- 
bik’s Cube” more than 
once during the press 
phone conference  an- 
nouncing the agreement 
last Friday. 

“The innovative and cre- 
ative solution that the CFA 
and CSU crafted was by 
moving the times around 
within the budget years to 
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Roger Bales offers his expertise in the area of water conservation to the audience at the 


“Water and Fire: Impacts of Climate Change” conference in the Union, Sunday, April 10. 


“Nobody wanted 
a Strike. The 
faculty didn’t 
want a strike, 

I didn’t want 

a Strike. This 

is a very good 
thing, to have 
averted that 
interruption.” 


Photo courtesy of CSU 


when the salary increases 
actually occurred,” White 
said. 

While White said he was 
“delighted” with the out- 
come of the negotiations, 
CFA President Jennifer 
Eagan said it represent- 
ed compromises on both 
sides. ‘The fact that the first 
9 percent raise will occur 
at the end of the year and 
not retroactively through 


- CSU Chancellor 
Timothy White 


the duration of the bar- 
gaining process, was one 
such compromise. Anoth- 
er was the doubling of the 
time it will take new CSU 
faculty to start vesting re- 
tirement health benefits. 
During a Q&A session 
after the main announce- 
ment of the press confer- 
ence call, White was asked 
why he waited so long to 
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Climate change 
solutions discussed 


| Joel Boland 


@shmoland | 


Sacramento State hosted 
a conference this week to 
debate and find solutions to 
adapt to climate change in 
California. 

“Water and Fire: Impacts 
of Climate Change” took 
place over two days on 
Sunday and Monday in the 
University Union. 

‘The event was orchestrat- 


ed by the Institute on Sci- 
ence for Global Policy. 

Michelle Stevens, an envi- 
ronmental studies professor 
at Sac State, said the goal is 
to make Sac State a climate 
hub for the region. 

“We aren't debating 
whether or not climate 
change is occurring,” Ste- 
vens said. “We are dealing 
with the climate-induced 
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The Associated Students, Inc. elections are 
approaching and it is important to consider having 
the voice of students be recognized through the 
voting process. Last year, Sacramento State had the 
largest voter turnout in the past 10 years with 15.1 
percent of the student population participating in 


the elections. Although this was a good step forward, 


it was still a very low turnout. 


Many changes have been made to the election 


code that help students as well as campaigners 


The State Hornet 


Sac State student pays a mandatory $64 fee to ASI 


promote those who they feel should winm a way that 
is more reflective of the modern way campaigns are 
run. Students can participate in this process by using 
their own social media presence to learn more about 
candidates and promote who they think is best. 

Itis extremely important to vote and make sure the 


student voice is heard through these elections. Each 


every semester, so students should exercise their nght 


‘to decide what happens with that money and who 


elections. 
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gets to direct where it goes. 

By participating in this election and taking the time 
to vote through your My Sac State page from April 
19-21, you can help decide the outcome of these 


With all the changes our campus has seen just 
in the last year alone, students have shown they 
have the power to alter the campus conversation. 
Continue this imperative trend by voting and telling 


your leaders what you and your campus needs. 





Sac State celebrates Autism Awareness month 


[Morgan Cherry 
| @morgan_cerise7 | 


April is Autism Awareness 
Month, and while it is not 
officially being commemo- 
rated at Sacramento State, 
the campus still works to 
provide services and sup- 
port for those with the dis- 
ability and those seeking to 
learn more about it. 

According to Autism 
Speaks, autism spectrum 


disorder and autism are 
part of a group of complex 
disorders that affect brain 
development. 

Autism and other disor- 
ders on the spectrum often, 
but do not always, present 
symptoms such as difficul- 
ties with social interaction 
and verbal and nonverbal 
communication and repet- 
itive behaviors. 

Statistics from the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Con- 


trol show that approxi- 
mately one in 68 American 
children present as being 
on the autism spectrum; 
statistics from Sac State 
concerning the number of 
students presenting on the 
spectrum were not avail- 
able as of press time. 

“T think it would be abso- 
lutely wonderful if Autism 
Awareness Month was cel- 
ebrated at Sac State,” said 
Alesia Stair in an email, 


a senior majoring in psy- 
chology and working as 
a behavior therapist at a 
Sacramento-area — behav- 
ioral consulting firm. “I 
think everyone has heard 
of autism, but the majority 
of people do not actually 
understand what it is, they 
simply picture the stereo- 
types associated with the 
disorder (i.e., hand flap- 
ping and “weird” behav- 
iors). Celebrating Autism 


Awareness Month at Sac 
State would provide infor- 
mation, education and, ul- 
timately, awareness.” 

Stair said it is important 
for awareness to be raised 
surrounding autism and 
other spectrum disorders, 
because the presentation of 
the disorder is unique for 
each individual. 

“Although these behaviors 
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Climate: Conference takes place over two days 
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Roger Bales (left) and George Atkinson (right) stand in the center of the conference and moderate the debate in the University Union, Sunday, April 10. Bales 
is the.director of the University of California Water Security and Sustainability Research Initiatives, and Atkinson is the founder and executive director of ISGP. 
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challenges of mega fires, 
flooding, water quality and 
supply impairment, and 
loss of biodiversity.” 

The conference was spon- 
sored by the College of So- 
cial Sciences and Interdis- 
ciplinary Studies and the 
Provost’s Office and fea- 
tured heavy involvement 
by a group of Sac State 
students. 

The group of mostly en- 


vironmental studies ma- 
jors went through several 
nicknames, including ‘The 
Climate ‘Tigers, but. ulti- 
mately decided to refer to 
themselves as Team Phoe- 
nix Rising. 

The three guest scientists, 
experts in water, fire and 
fish, respectively, were: 
Roger Bales, director of 
the University of California 
Water Security and Sus- 
tainability Research Ini- 
tiative; Jon Keeley, a senior 


scientist for the U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey; and Chris- 
tina Swanson, director of 
the Science Center at the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council. 

“One man’s_ efficiency 
is another man’s supply,” 
said Swanson of water 
conservation. 

The tragedy of the com- 
mons was a_ recurring 
theme throughout the con- 
ference. Cristina Munguia, 
a member of [eam Phoenix 
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Staff await the arrival of participants of the “Water and Fire: Impacts of Climate Change” 


conference in the University Union Ballroom, Sunday, April 10. 


Rising, gave a brief defini- 
tion of the phenomenon. 
“When there are multiple 
competitors all going for 
the same resource, there’s 
this idea that they all think 
the other person is going to 


do something,’ Munguia 
said. 
Matt Owens, fellow 


Phoenix Rising, said that 
groundwater is a perfect 
example of this tragedy. 
“We've always had basi- 
cally unregulated, unman- 
aged groundwater in Cal- 
ifornia,’ Owens said. “If 
one person is taking more 
than their share, there’s no 
way of knowing.” 

Andrew Hawkins shared 
some suggestions on how 


to overcome the tragedy of 


the commons. 

“You incentivize  de- 
creased use by either at- 
tacking their wallets,” 
Hawkins said, “or you can 
promote it with tax breaks 
or subsidies for more efh- 
cient use.” 

Some methods of attack- 
ing people’s wallets include 
imposing fines for overuse 
and raising water prices to 
more accurately represent 
its scarcity, Hawkins said. 

Hawkins said that the 


next step for the ISGP wall 
be condensing the confer- 
ence’s findings and_ sug- 
gestions into a booklet. A 
launch party for the book 
will take place at Sac State 
in the fall. 

Sweta Chakraborty, asso- 
ciate director at ISGP, said 
that, along with students 
and community members, 
California legislators will 
be invited to the booklet 
launch, allowing the ISGP 
to present their actionable 
steps to the people who can 
effect change and write 
new policies. 

After the morning’s de- 
bates, the conference par- 
ticipants’ consensus was 
condensed into nine pages 
of actionable next steps in 
the areas of water, fire and 
fish, 

Frederika “Fraka” Harm- 
sen, who Stevens said origi- 
nally dreamed up this con- 
ference, summarized the 
issue of water scarcity with 
what she described as her 
favorite quote, from Lewis 
Lapham. 

“Without water, there 
would be no wine, no ros- 
es, nothing over Dorothy’s 
rainbow except a pillar of 
salt.” 
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Campus prepares for ASI elections 
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Candidate posters are displayed across Sac State. The Associated Students, Inc. elections are scheduled from April 19-21. 


[Angel Kidka 
@angellykid | 


“Your Voice, Your Vote,” 
The Associate Students, 
Inc. expands its election 
voting days to three and 
encourages student body 
voting through an election 
kickoff carnival. 

Students will have three 
days instead of the usu- 
al two to vote their choice 
candidate in the online stu- 
dent government election. 
The 2016 ASI election 
is scheduled for ‘Tuesday 
April 19th to ‘Thursday 
April 21st. ‘The addition 
of the extra voting day 
was due to the previously 
threatened faculty strike. 
ASI Executive Director 
Pat Worley said the biggest 
effect the previously im- 
pending strike was to have 
on ASI would have been 
the first day of election vot- 
ing, which is scheduled for 


the April 19th. 

‘Though they remain opti- 
mistic due to the online vot- 
ing, the board rectified this 
issue by adding an addi- 
tional voting day on ‘Uhurs- 
day April 21 and pushed 
back the day of the election 
carnival and the election 
results announcement. 

Although voting remains 
online, there will be two 
designated polling  lo- 
cations on campus, one 
outside of the University 
Union facing the Library 
Quad, and another at the 
Riverfront Court for stu- 
dents’ convenience. 

ASI is optimistic about 
the effect these polling lo- 
cations will have on voter 
turnout. 

“We.are hoping that we 
will have as just as high a 
students voter turn out and 
engagement if not higher 
with having the third day 
added,’ Worley said. 

In addition to the polling 


locations to attract student 
attention towards voting, 
ASI is also hosting a cam- 
pus-wide carnival. ‘The 
2016 Election Carnival will 
now be held on Wednes- 
day April 20 in the Library 
Quad from 11 am. to | 

m. 

It will feature balloons, 
jugglers, temporary tattoos, 
food and a photo booth, 
stilt walkers, food, voting 
stations and campaigning 
candidates. 

The event is intended to 
grab students’ attention 
and act as an incentive 
to remind and encourage 
them to vote. 

“The idea is just to have 
a lot of fun activities going 
on in the quad that might 
attract students to come 
over,’ ASI President Melis- 
sa Bardo said. “If they ask 
what is going on, we can 
tell them it is an election 
and make sure they vote.” 

Bardo not only encour- 


aged students to attend, 
she stressed the importance 
of voting and being the 
change that they want to 
see in their departments. 

“Just think about the $65 
fee that you pay every year 
and how important that is,” 
Bardo said. “That money 
goes back to students, and 
your directors and repre- 
sentatives determine how 
that money goes back to 


you.” 
Emma Kreuser, a soph- 
omore communication 


studies major, said she 1s 
excited for the carnival and 
thinks the additional voting 
day will be beneficial to the 
student body. 

“[ think that there are a 
lot of students who are not 
aware of student govern- 
ment elections happening,” 
Kreuser said. “So having it 
opened for more days and 
having a fun carnival is an 
awesome away to get more 
people involved.” 





Strike: CFA cites CSU’s “lack of leadership” 
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get directly involved in the 
negotiations. 

“There is no I in ‘leam,” 
White said. “I commend 
the individuals who did all 
the heavy lifting and ana- 
lytical work and thought- 


‘ful exchange of ideas.” 
_.+ Kevin Wehr, president 
-of the Sacramento chap- 


ter of the CFA, said there 


“was some amusement at 
-GFA headquarters at that 


statement. 
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“President Eagan had 
been trying to get Chan- 
cellor White to engage 
with her for many months 
before he did,” Wehr said. 
“His response struck many 
people as a bit hollow.” 


Eagan said that the 
usually mild-mannered 
faculty, librarians and 


coaches were only being 
so militant in their strike 
preparations because they 
were in crisis. Wehr said 
he hoped things wouldn't 
have to escalate this much 


each time they renego- 


tiated the faculty union 
contract. 

“['m ultimately disap- 
pointed in what I see as a 
lack of leadership,” Wehr 
said. “We could have not 
wasted a whole lot of time 
and effort with the last six 
to nine months.” 

The CFA membership 
will vote on the salary 
agreement by the end of 
April, and the CSU Board 
of ‘Trustees will make 
their final vote on May 24. 


<“T was planning to catch up on my homework 


during the strike. Now that it’s not happening, 


I’m going to have to really use my weekends to 


do that... Now I don’t know if [my professor] 


is going to push [the deadlines] back again... 


If he does, that is going to stress me out.” 


- Maria Vegas, senior 


Eagan gave some insight 
into how this salary in- 
crease will directly benefit 
students. 

“Faculty working con- 
ditions are student learn- 
ing conditions,’ Eagan 
said. “When faculty are 
treated like professionals, 
have high morale, and 
aren't wondering how to 
pay their bills at the end 
of the month, they can fo- 
cus on the academic work 
that they’re doing on the 
campuses.” 








Autism: Resources available for students 
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are present in some indi- 
viduals with autism, not all 
those diagnosed with au- 
tism spectrum disorder ex- 
hibit those behaviors, and I 
think that is important for 
people to know,” Stair said. 
“Every single person with 
the diagnosis is different 
from every other person 
with the diagnosis.” 

Stair also said helping 
and supporting peers on 
the spectrum is important. 

“T think that people un- 
derestimate their ability to 
interact with people with 
autism, and that stems 
from not having enough 
information about the dis- 
order,” Stair said. “Also, it 
sounds cheesy, but it’s true: 
treat those on the spec- 


trum with sensitivity but 
not different than how you 
would treat someone who 
is typically developing — 
and be patient and kind. 
All Td hope is that people 
treat people, with autism 
or not, with kindness and 


times [accessing] third par- 
ty reports in order to assess 
a student’s disability to 
ascertain their functional 
limitations and how their 
disability impacts their ac- 
ademics,” said Jamie Jones, 
a learning disability spe- 


respect.” clalist with 
At Sac ‘Y » ©. WD. 
“We work on the c 
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These services are ren- 
dered through Services to 
Students with Disabilities. 

“We go through a thor- 
ough process of reviewing 
documentation, speaking 
with the student, and some- 


-- 


ter understanding of what 
their needs are, so we can 
develop an_ educational 
plan that will help the stu- 
dents have equal access to 
their courses.” 


SSWD, however, pointed 


out that each individual 
is unique, and therefore, 
services are tailored to the 
specific student’s needs. 
“We work on the premise 
that no two students are 
alike and therefore can be 
impacted differently based 
on their disability,’ said 
JaCinta Mixson, a learn- 
ing disability specialist also 
employed by SSWD. “For 
example, some _ students 
with autism spectrum dis- 
order that are impacted by 
processing speed may need 
extra time on exams, while 
others may need more help 
with the social aspect, such 
as how to communicate 
better with their profes- 
sors. [here is no one type 
of accommodation when 
providing equal access to 
students with disabilities.” 


ASI candidates 
share plans in forum 


lYieng Xiong 
@yiengxiong | 


Students and staff joined 
the Associated Students, 
Inc. candidates seeking 
to sit on the board as di- 
rectors during a series of 
candidate forums to listen 
as candidates responded 
to questions and to hear 
the candidates’ different 
positions. 

The first three of six can- 
didate forums, moderated 
by elections officer Kyle 
Maples, were held on April 
4, 5 and 7 in the Univer- 
sity Union. Sixteen of the 
18 candidates running for 
director positions, which 
include the seven college 
directors, director of un- 
declared students and di- 
rector of graduate studies, 
attended the forums. 

During the one-hour fo- 
rums, the candidates had 
the opportunity to in- 
troduce themselves, talk 
about their personal plat- 
forms, and answer two 
pre-selected and audience 
questions. A reoccurring 
theme was the candidates’ 
goals and plans to help the 
students in their colleges. 
Andrew Michaud, di- 
rector of graduate studies 
candidate, was concerned 
with the lack of graduates’ 
voices on campus and 
told the audience what 
his number one priority 
would be, if he were elect- 
ed to the position. 

“So often we arent 
heard, or were not even 
thought of. And, if we are 
thought of, it’s usually an 
afterthought,’ Michaud 
said. “I want to begin to 
change that. I want to 
make sure we are thought 
of along with undergradu- 
ate, because we are equal- 
ly important groups of 
people.” 

David Michel, candidate 
for director of human and 
health services, talked 
about one of his intentions 
to push for further student 
involvement and _ success 
in the college. 

“One thing that I defi- 
nitely want to do is | want 
to work very close with the 
clubs and organizations 
that are under Health and 
Human Services,’ Michel 
said. “They all share a 
common passion for them. 
They want their commu- 
nity to grow, and | want 
to be there, so their vision 
can become true.” 
Director of Undeclared 
Students Mia Kagianas, 
who is running for direc- 


SS ets 


tor of business adminis- 
tration, is the only candi- 
date sitting on the current 
board of directors who is 
running for a director's 
seat again. She highlight- 
ed some of the difficulties 
students are facing that 
might hinder their success 
and the graduation rate at 
Sacramento State. 

“Textbooks are hard to 
afford, food insecurities 
are increasing; it is difficult 
to focus and be successful 
when they [students] have 
a lot of burdens financial- 
ly,’ Kagianas said. “And 
I have seen the struggles 
of students who can’t get 
into the business program 
or are unaware of the con- 
stantly changing GPA re- 
quirements [to get in]. Stu- 
dents need more sections 

Some students have 
had to change their ma- 
jor or career field because 
they can’t get the classes 
they need to pursue their 
degree.” 

Each of the candidate fo- 
rums had different pre-se- 
lected questions directed 
to the candidates, howev- 
er, many crucial student 
issues and topics, such as 
graduation, were touched 
upon during the candi- 
dates’ responses. 

Mary Ann Mort, candi- 
date for director of natural 
sciences and mathematics, 
said that her college has 
some beneficial programs 
for new and _ minority 
students. 

“They all ensure that 
students are able to get to 
their introductory courses 
and that they know their 
material, so they could get 
out of here faster,’ Mort 
said. “That helps with our 
graduation rates. ‘That 
helps with impaction.” 

The pre-selected ques- 
tions directed to the can- 
didates included what 
motivated them to run for 
their position and what 
experience they each had 
to qualify them to repre- 
sent their college. 

The remaining three 
candidate forums, for can- 
didates running for ex- 
ecutive positions, will be 
held on April 11, 12 and 
18. Voting will be open 
on April 19-21 through 
students’ MySacState 
accounts. 

Students can view videos 
of the candidate forums 
and the elections voter 
booklet, which includes 
the candidates’ statements 
and ballot measures, on 
ASIPs website, _http:// 


Www.asi.csus.edu/. 
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Associated Students, Inc. election candidates speak during a 
Candidate Forum in the University Union, Monday, March 4. 





Attention 
Graduating Seniors! 


Sacramento State 


wants to know how it can 
better serve its students. 


As an outgoing student, 
please take a few moments 
to share your views on a 
variety of aspects of your 
educational experience as 


a student at Sacramento 


s : SS) ce 
e’d like to 
Your input is valuable in 


hear from you! Bnmecreccunnc 


those things we do well 
and identifying those areas 
where improvement is in 


8 . 7 | All students who complete 
— FF MU aca ATI Moyea tlic 
| oo into drawings for 
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email for an invitation 
to participate! 


© associated students, inc. 
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Sessions ss ae WHY TAKE SUMMER SESSION? 


First 6-week session: _— ww Ue oo © Finish a class in 6 or 12 weeks 


May 31—July 10 Complete GE requirements 


Second 6-week session: 


july 11 — August 21 Take classes that are normally impacted 


Full 12-week session: 
May 31 — August 21 
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° Choose from a wide range of courses 
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Graduate early! 
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Even in the rain, Sac 
state’s beach volleyball 
team fought on. See 
the matches up close 
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(Clockwise) Natalie Alas, Savanna Corr, Alexxiss Diaz, Tiffany Moore, Sydnee Strong and Sydney Rasmussen make up the “Freshman 6” on the Sacramento State women’s softball team. 


‘Freshman 6’ look to play vital role in future of Sac State’s softball team 


IConnor Ashford — 
@cOmmand0c | 


The Sacramento State 
softball team stays in the 
moment, but it’s hard not 
to get excited about the fu- 
ture for this squad. 

A large freshman class 
for the Hornets features 
six new faces, each fitting 
the frame of what coach 
Lori Perez wants out of the 
players on her team. This 
is the first class brought 
in by the new coaching 
regime, and the coaches 
think that these players 
can help take the program 
to the next level. 

“We had a clear vision 
of the kind of ballplay- 
ers we wanted to bring 
in, the character of them, 
what they could bring to 
the program,’ Perez said. 
“So the players that we’ve 
brought in really fit that 
mold of what we look for 
on the athletic side and in 
their character.” 

Early returns on_ this 
class have been encour- 


aging, with all of them 
totally committing to the 
team and embracing a role 
where they don’t have to 
be on the field to contrib- 
ute. The players know that 
they’re the first faces of a 
new era, and they’re eager 
to start that future sooner 
rather than later. 

“We felt with them, early 
on, even once we recruited 
them and they had com- 
mitted to coming here, 
they were all very excited 
about wanting to be a part 
of this program,” Perez 
said. “Uhat’s paramount. 
I want them to envision 
wearing the uniform and 
take pride in that, and they 
all do.” | 

While freshmen are gen- 
erally expected to take on 
bigger roles later in their 
careers, a couple have 
forced their way into the 
starting lineup on a regu- 
lar basis already. Sydney 
Rasmussen has taken over 
the starting shortstop gig, 
while Natalie Alas has 
forced her way into the 
outfield picture, growing 


into the primary right 
fielder for the Hornets. 
“Sydney Rasmussen play- 
ing shortstop in a Division 
lis a very big responsibility 


and it is a challenge every 


day,” Perez said. “When 
she has a bad day, it’s no- 
ticed because she gets a lot 
of balls at short, and she’s 


“Being a freshman, that’s 
just kind of what you need 
to do. You have to work 10 
times harder than every- 
one else to earn that start- 
ing spot.” a 
While Rasmussen and 
Alas have gotten the most 
playing time, a couple oth- 
ers have made early im- 


our __ lead- Bs pacts and 
off hitter. “We had a clear added wins 
She’s han- | vision of the kind for the Hor- 
dled the — of ballplayers nets. Pitch- 
pressure we wanted to er Savanna 
as good as__ bring in.” Corr has 


you can.” - Lori Perez | pitched the 

Even the Head coach ee second most 
freshman os innings on 
shortstop pies 4 team 


didn’t know what was in 
store for her in just her 
first year on the squad. 
‘he team doesn’t hand out 
starting gigs to just any- 


one, and Rasmussen ran. 


with that opportunity to 
take a starting spot. 

“b:came in: ~hene*inot 
knowing that I was going 
to become a starter. I just 
learned that I just need- 
ed to work very hard at 
practice,” Rasmussen said. 


and has carved out a spot 
for herself on the squad. 

“I see her down the road 
potentially being in a lead- 
ership role for us,’ Perez 
said. “I think she’s got that 
ability, that makeup, and 
once she gets some more 
confidence and more expe- 
rience, that’s going to come 
out even more. She loves 
this game, loves competing 
with her teammates.” 

One of the players recruit- 


ed by Perez, designated 
player and pitcher Alexx- 
iss Diaz, has also worked 
her way towards some at 
bats, being one of the five 
players on the team-with a 
home run and looking like 
a legitimate weapon for 
next year. Impressed with 
things like matching gear 
to create clubhouse unity, 
Sac State made an impres- 
sion on her. 

“In the beginning, I was 
apprehensive when I went 
up to bat or play because 
I was so unsure about my 
role on the team, or unsure 
that | was good enough,” 
Diaz said. 

Diaz may have started off 
slow, but after the first im- 
pression of collegiate soft- 
ball wore off, things began 
to come together for her. 
And now it’s her turn to 
make an impression on the 
program. 

“We brought her in for 
her offense. And it’s start- 
ing to click for her now. 
She’s really got some great 
power, she’s got a good eye 
at the plate, she can draw 


walks,” Perez said. “I think 
she’s an intimidating pres- 
ence when she’s in the box 


just in the way she steps in 


and gets to work.” 

Others will get opportu- 
nities as their teammates 
graduate and spots open 
up. Liffany Moore, an of- 
fensive-minded catcher, 
will have a golden oppor- 
tunity to earn future at 
bats as the only underclass 
catcher on the roster. Syd- 
ney Strong, an outfielder 
who just lost out on a start- 
ing gig in the beginning of 
the season, looks like ex- 
actly the type of player the 
new coaches were looking 
for. 

“Sydney has got a ton 
of power in her bat. I see 
huge offensive potential for 
her and she’s somebody, 
defensively, who gets good 
reads on balls,” Perez said. 
“She was very close to be- 
ing in the starting lineup, 
but Kayla [Papez] won it 
out and that’s just how it 
goes, but Sydney does a 
great job of keeping things 
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Junior Day brings athletes, community together 


[Angel Guerrero 
! @AngelGuerrerooo | 


The Sacramento State 
football program opened 
its doors to approximate- 
ly 200 high school juniors 
from all over California in 
an event known as “Junior 
Day” on Saturday, April 9. 

This gave young high 
school students the oppor- 
tunity to watch a Sac State 
football scrimmage, tour 
the campus with parents, 
learn about the academ- 
ic expectations that come 
with being a Hornet and 
meet with coaches. 

Jody Sears, who is enter- 
ing his third year as head 
coach of the program, 
spoke in front of an audi- 
torium full of teenagers 


and parents at the Uni- 
versity Union in an effort 
to emphasize that he and 
his coaching staff go much 
further than just the game 
of football. 

“We’re educators, we're 
mentors, we're teachers 
and were motivators in 
that we’re building young 
men to be men of charac- 
ter and integrity through 
the game of football,” 
Sears said. “Football is 
a variable that we use to 
teach with and how we’re 
going to become great fa- 
thers, great leaders, great 
teachers, great husbands, 
successful men that have 
integrity.” 

This philosophy was also 
emphasized by Director of 
Athletics Bill Macriss as 
he pointed out to the high 


schoolers in attendance 
that the various resources 
student-athletes have on 
campus—such as_ tutors, 
advisers and sports psy- 
chologists—help contrib- 
ute to classroom success. 

“Tve had the pleasure of 
being the athletic director 
for two years, and during 
that time, every semester’s 
grades for roughly 550 stu- 
dent-athletes throughout 
the athletic program has 
posted above a 3.0 GPA” 
Macriss said. “Graduation 
rates have been anywhere 
from 19 percent to 29 per- 
cent higher than the gen- 
eral student population for 
athletics, and it’s because 
of the support we’re going 
to provide you.” 

It was words such as these 
and factors as simple as the 
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Jody Sears talks to the Sac State football team after its scrimmage at Hornet Stadium, 
Saturday, April 9. High school juniors were invited to learn about Sac State’s program. 


scenery that stuck out to 
many parents and players 
in attendance, including 
17-year-old James Hous- 
ton of Placer High School. 
“I really liked the cam- 


pus. It was a lot of fun just 
walking around,” Houston 
said. “I thought it was re- 
ally nice, the emphasis on 
grades and everything, not 
just football.” 


Junior Day may have 
only made its first ap- 
pearance on the Sac State 
campus this past weekend, 
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Matt Smith swings and makes contact against New Mexico at John Smith Field, Tuesday, March 29. Smith went 2-for-4 at the plate in a 12-3 Hornets loss. 


Baseball mirrors life for Smith 


Hornet freshman plays game with maturity far beyond his age 


[Jerod Moreno 


@jerodmoreno | 


Matt Smith is a true 
freshman who is making a 
huge impact on Sacramen- 
to State’s baseball team, 
although you wouldn't 
guess he’s a freshman just 
by looking at him. 

Smith has always been 
a bigger kid growing up, 
but he finally started to 
see success when he grew 
into his body during the 
early stages of high school. 
Smith currently walks 
around the Sac State cam- 
pus at 6 feet 4 inches and 
210 pounds at 18 years of 
age. 

“T went from about 35°10 
to 62 from my freshman 
to sophomore year and 
that’s when I started to see 
everything click with base- 
ball,” Smith said. 

A four-year varsity play- 
er for El Dorado High 
School in Placerville, Cal- 
ifornia, Smith dominated 
the scene at a young age. 
As a sophomore, he had a 
.923 batting average with 
46 hits in just 26 games 
played. Not to mention 
his 26 RBI and 33 runs 
scored. As a sophomore 
in high school, he led the 
team in almost every of- 
fensive category. 

Smith’s most successful 
season to date was his se- 
nior year of high school, 


Football: 


CONTINUED, B1 


but it’s an event that Sears 
would like the football 
program to continue as 
it helps many kids in the 
community. 

“It gives them an oppor- 
tunity to get educated on 
what the process of being 
a college football player is 
and what the NCAA rules 
are and eligibility and to 
sell Sacramento State,” 
Sears said. “We have a 
gorgeous campus and we 
have tremendous people, 
leaders and facilities.” 

Sears and the football 


breaking a few records 
during his senior year, 
including a .598 batting 
average, a 1.217 slugging 
percentage, home _ runs 
with 15 and RBIs with 57. 
Smith hit more RBIs his 
senior year than his soph- 
omore and junior years 
combined. 

Sac State’s recruiting 
team went out to one of 
Smith’s games, not to scout 
him but to check out one 
of the other players during 
his game. In the end, 
Smith ended up stealing 
the show. 

“We were out watching 
somebody else play and 
then we saw him,’ Sac 
State head coach Reggie 
Christiansen said. “He re- 
ally impressed us with his 
strength, athleticism and 
his power, so it was really 
a no-brainer for us to talk 
to him.” 

As a true freshman and 
the youngest player on the 
team; Smith is current- 
ly leading the Hornets in 
hits, RBIs, batting average 
and on base percentage. 
Smith has been able to 
accomplish this miudsea- 
son feat while missing six 
games due to a mishap at 
the plate. 

“Against either North or 
South Dakota earlier this 
year, I was at the plate hit- 
ting and a fastball ran in 
and it got me right in the 


HS juniors 


program were able to ac- 
complish this by holding 
a fully-padded scrimmage 
in front of the nearly 200 
juniors in attendance at 
Hornet Stadium. 

Rainy conditions weren't 
enough to dampen any- 
one’s spirits, including 
Sac State junior defensive 
back James Ferraro, who 
felt the practice was filled 
with positive energy, fierce 
competition and learning 
from both sides. 

“T think it’s a great oppor- 
tunity for [high school] ju- 
niors to come out and see 
what a college program is 


eye,’ Smith said. “I went 
to the ER and got a CT 
scan, but there was noth- 
ing they could do because 
of the swelling.” 

Smith was cleared to 
play after they re-evaluat- 
ed him when the swelling 
went down and has con- 
tinued to make an impact 
for the Hornets. 

His cool demeanor 
and fun approach to the 
game has rubbed off on 


his teammates, including 


junior catcher Gunner 
Pollman. 

“He has changed my 
perspective on_ baseball 


and to play it more care- 
free and for fun,’ Pollman 
said. “The guy rakes, he’s 
relaxed and doesn't let 
thought interrupt him at 
the plate.” | 

Even though Smith has 
set some records that may 
never be broken at El Do- 
rado High School, he said 
his most memorable mo- 
ment in baseball was when 
he drove in the game ty- 
ing run against nationally 
ranked Louisiana State 
University earlier — this 
year, allowing his team to 
win the game. 

“I was Q-for-4 with four 
strikeouts and we _ were 
facing Alex Lange, who 
is a very, very good pitch- 
er.’ Smith said. “Just the 
fact that the coaches had 
the faith to let me hit and 
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Matt Smith scores a run against New Mexico at John Smith 


Field, Tuesday, March 29. 


not just bunt the runner 
over, then being able. to 
come through for my team 
during that high pressure 
situation felt amazing.” 

As soon as Smith started 
taking his first steps as a 
child, the game of base- 
ball followed immediately 
after. 

He grew up with baseball 
and it has molded him into 
the person he is today. He 
would watch his brother 
play baseball as a toddler, 
and has seen him as a role 
model since day one. 

Smith also credited his 
parents for his success in 
baseball. 

He was coached by his 
dad throughout the years 
and as he got older and 
started playing more com- 
petitive baseball, they 


drove him wherever he 
needed to be to get bet- 
ter. Whether it be practice 
20 or 30 minutes away, a 
game that’s over an hour 
away, or waking up at 95 
a.m. to take him to an 
early morning game, they 
were always there for him. 

Many people say that 
baseball teaches you a lot 
about life, more than just 
about what goes on in the 
game, and Smith lives ey- 
ery day by a certain motto 
he feels holds true to all as- 
pects of life. 

“Live life to the fullest; 
it’s a game, but sooner or 
later we're going to have to 
stop playing,” Smith said. 
“So play it as hard as you 
can as long as you can, be- 
cause at one point, it ends 
for everyone.” 


wait out rain, learn life lessons 


like,’ Ferraro said. “I’m 
glad we did it and I[ think 
it had a great impact.” 
Sears said he believes that 
his team still has a lot of 
improving to do, but was 
pleased with the energy 
and passion that his play- 
ers presented on the field, 
and hopes that will trans- 
fer over to the high school 
juniors in their lives. 
“Hopefully the message 
that I sent was that we’re 
here to teach these young 
men how to be champi- 
ons,” Sears said. “Not just 
football champions, but 
champions of their life.” 





High school juniors watch Sac State’s football team scrimmage 
during “Junior Day” at Hornet Stadium, Satuday, April 9. 
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Women’s 
golf builds 
on growth 


[Julian Perez 
| @JulianPerez927 | 


The Sacramento State 
women’s golf team con- 
cluded its regular season 
on April 5 and is currently 
preparing for the Big Sky 
Conference Champion- 
ship, a tournament which 
the Hornets have come up 
just short of in the last two 
seasons. 

This season has been 
pretty consistent for the 
Hornets, with an _aver- 
age three-round score of 
304.35, indicating the 
steady performance that 
the team has displayed all 
year. Sac State finished 
the regular season with a 
somewhat disappointing 
seventh-place finish in the 
Wyoming Cowgirl Clas- 
sic, but this season yielded 
some of the best rounds in 
school history, including a 
school-record-setting 286 
in the Fresno State Invita- 
tional on March 8. 

Head coach David 
Sutherland said he was 
pleased with the depth and 
solid play that the team 
has shown this year. 

“All year long, we've 
had really good ° consis- 
tency from all of our top 
five players,” Sutherland 
said. “Our strength is that 
any one of them can be 
our best player in a given 
week.” 

That has been proven by 
the fact that four different 
golfers have led the Hor- 
nets in seven tournaments 
this season. 

Although Sac State has 
been strong all year, the 
Big Sky Conference is go- 
ing to be a tough one to 
win for the Hornets as the 
University of Idaho Van- 
dals have been the best 
team all season long, with 
multiple first place tour- 
nament finishes. Northern 
Arizona will be tough as 
well as it looks to defend 
its title from 2015. 

“It appears that it will 
be Idaho, Northern Ari- 
zona or us,’ Sutherland 
said. “Those are the teams 
that finished first, second 
and third last year. Idaho 
is the top-ranked team in 
our conference, but we did 
beat them at Long Beach 
State, and that was a big 
confidence boost for our 


gals.” 
With the conference 
championship starting 


Monday, Sutherland has 
handled the last week of 
practice just like a normal 
week in order to keep the 
team in the right state of 
mind. 

“It’s mental preparation 
at this point,” Suther- 
land said. “You’re trying 
to, as a coach, make sure 
that your kids will have 
really good mental ener- 
oy as we get ready for the 
event. You have a routine 
that you feel prepares you 
best for events. ‘There is 
no doubt that conference 
is a different tournament, 
and certainly it’s an event 
where you maybe put an 
extra hour or two in [at 
practice], but certainly as 
a coach, you don’t require 
that.” 

The Hornets have been 
led by sophomore Astha 
Madan, who leads the 
team with an average sin- 
gle-round score of 76.05 
and has had the goal of 
winning the conference 
tournament since her 
freshman season when she 
shared Big Sky Freshman 
of the Year honors with 
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No rain delays for beach volleyball 


1. Brigitte Murdock 
volleys the ball against 
san Jose State 

during doubles play at 
Livermore Community 
Park, Saturday, April 

9. 2. Skyler Takeda 
awaits the serve from 
the opposing team. 3. 
Brie Gathright attempts 
to block the ball against 
Nandyala Gama of San 
Jose State. 4. Co-head 
coach Ruben Volta gives 
some pointers to Lexie 
Skalbeck. 5. Hannah 
Meadows volleys the 
ball during her match. 
6. The scorecard 
during the match 7. 
Lana Brown gets set to 
volley the ball during 
doubles with Skalbeck. 
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Golf: Big Sky tournament looms 
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Portland State’s 
Koo. 

“We’ve been up there 
and had a few chances 
[to win], just haven’t been 
able to capitalize,” Madan 
said. I feel that as long as 
we keep that good energy, 
we ll have a good shot at 
winning.” 

The Hornets have fin- 
ished second in the confer- 
ence championship each 
of the last two years, and it 
is going to be tough to im- 
prove on that position this 
season with Idaho playing 
as well as they have. 

The team is still con- 
fident heading into the 
tournament. 


Hansol 


“We'd lke to win,” 
Sutherland said. “That’s 
our expectation Golf 


isn’t a sport where we play 


we 


eS ©. 





defense. Uhere’s no way 
to control it, but you don’t 
want to expect to lose.” 

Madan shared a similar 
mindset. 

“There is a greater weight 
to it because it is the con- 
ference championship,” 
Madan said. “But I feel for 
all of us, we’re going into 
this tournament just as any 
tournament.” 

Sophomore Katie Dun- 
away, who led the Hornets 
with an impressive scor- 
ing average of 75.83 in 
the fall, is confident that 
the team will perform well 
under the pressure of a 
conference championship 
tournament. 

If the Hornets are to win 
the tournament, it will 
likely be a result of strong 
performances in the sec- 
ond round, which has far 


best round, with a season 
average of 300, more than 
six strokes better than the 
first and third rounds. 

“The fact that you’ve 
played the course two 
times before [the second 
round],” Madan - said, 
“you have a better knowl- 
edge of how to attack, but 
that’s a key that we have to 
keep when we go in for our 
practice round. We have 
to keep focused and take 
some good notes and be 
very prepared for the first 
round.” 

The Hornets will put 
their preparation to the 
test as they look to get over 
the second-place hump 
that has plagued them over 
the course of the last two 
years, starting on Monday, 
April 18 at Boulder Creek 
Golf Club in Boulder City, 
Nevada. 
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Katie Dunaway practices her putting at the Ancil Hoffman Golf Course, Monday, April 11. 


Softball: A bright future ahead 
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light in the dugout and un- 
derstanding her role and 
learning.” _ 

Replacing six new play- 
ers is never easy, but the 
coaches found young tal- 
ent that will be building 


blocks for a promising fu- 
ture. Corr and Rasmussen 
actually played together 
for a few years prior to 
Sac State, and the entire 
group has come together 
better than the program 
expected. 


“Overall, them being 


CRF 


unified, their personali- 
ties, the likeness and fun 
they’ve brought has been 
the biggest surprise,’ Perez 
said. “They’ve been fun, 
they’ve kept me laughing, 
and they’ve done a good 
job of just kind of getting 
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Sacramento Campus 


Degree programs in: 


Counseling * Nursing * Teaching 
Public Administration « Public Health 


Financial aid and scholarships available 


CONTACT US TODAY 


916.920.0157 


sacramentocampus@usfca.edu 


For a list of upcoming events, visit: 


usfca.edu/sacramento 


—— CHANGE THE WORLD FROM HERE ———— 


(University Union Ballroom | 
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Get a FREE T-shirt! 
SACRAMENTO STATE 


BLOOD 
DRIVE 


Tuesday, April 26 & 
Wednesday, April 27 
10 am-5 pm 


































JOIN THE “BE THE MATCH” 
BONE MARROW REGISTRY! 


Sponsored by: 
ASI, The Green Army, 
The Hornet Bookstore, 
The University Union, 
The WELL 


To Volunteer, email: 
sacstateblooddrive@gmail.com 
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YES, YOU DO SAVE LIVES 
bloodsource.org | 866.822.5663 
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From green and gold to rainbow 





Sac State celebrates Pride Week with events and discussions 


[Marvin Davis 
@m_davis92 | 


Hosted by Sacramento 
State’s PRIDE — Center, 
Pride Week is an annual cel- 
ebration of LGBT students, 
recognized from April 4 to 
April 16. 

Program Coordinator 
Chris Kent said one of the 
main themes of this year’s 
Pride Week is “Coming Out 
for Racial Justice.” 

ine -PRIDE » - Center 
thought it would be a good 
time to raise awareness of 
the unique issues faced by 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people of color. 

“The issues that I may be 
thinking about could be 
very different from what 
an LGBT person of color 
is thinking of,’ Kent said. 
“While I may be thinking 
a lot about marriage equal- 
ity, they might be more con- 
cerned. about police brutal- 
ity alongside everything 
else.” 

The theme of racial justice 
plays into the events being 
held during Pride Week. For 
example, on April 5, a panel 
was hosted on doing racial 
justice work within LGBT 
movements. 

On April 12, another panel 
discussed mental health and 
black gay men, and there 
was also a workshop the 
same day where students 
were able to construct their 
own LGBT narrative. 

On April 16, a homecom- 
ing conference that is $12.50 
for students to attend will 
be held that has a focus. on 
LGBT Asian Pacific Island- 
ers and their experiences. 


The PRIDE Center was 


founded in 2006, and since 
then, it has tried to provide 
a space for LGBT students 
as well as raise awareness 
about issues they may face. 

Junior government major 
Yosa Lagunas Guerrero 
said that Pride Week is an 
opportunity for LGBT stu- 
dents to have their voices 
heard. 

“This is a great time to say 
that hey, we’re here, and we 
exist,’ Guerrero said. 

The PRIDE Center tries to 
provide a space for students 
of any sexuality and iden- 
tity to come in and feel safe. 
Freshman deaf studies ma- 
jor Nate Perdue has been to 
the center frequently since 
first arriving at Sac State. 

“It’s a safe place to hang 
out at, and everyone’s wel- 
come to visit it,’ Perdue 
said. “The people there are 
just so excepting of your 
identity.” 

While the California Fac- 
ulty Association strike is 
now cancelled, it did force 
the Pride Center to reorga- 
nize some of the events for 
Pride Week. 

Kent said he believes that 
everything will still go on as 
they had planned. 

“We have some faculty 
that are part of the events 
as well as students, so we’ve 
had to reorganize a few 
things” Kent said. “It’s been 
a bit disjointed, but I believe 
everything will still be able 
to be done on schedule.” 

The PRIDE Center will 
be hosting events for Pride 
Week until April 16, and 
the events are open for all 
students to take part in. 

“Pride Week is a time to 
reflect and accept yourself 
for who: you are,’ Perdue 
said. 


CULTURE 2 THE STATE HORNET 








| Students and 


professors eat and 
converse at the 
picnic hosted by 
Sacramento State’s 
PRIDE Center in 
the Library Quad, 
Thursday, April 7. 
The picnic coincided 
with Pride Week, 
which is an annual 
celebration of 
LGBT students, 
recognized from 
April 4 to April 16. 


Josue Cuellar - 
The State Hornet 





(Left) Sacramento State students showcase their creativity at the “U-Create!” 
work a potter's wheel at Sunday Funday, April 12, 2015. Events like these are 


i. | 
Photos courtesy of An Vo 





street faire in downtown Sacramento April 9, 2015. (Right) An instructor helps a girl 
part of Festival of the Arts, hosted by Sacramento State’s College of Arts and Letters. 


Festival of the Arts returns to celebrate art community on Campus 


[Anna Agundez ; 
@AnnaAgundez | 


The Festival of the Arts 
has been hosted by Sacra- 
mento State’s College of 
Arts and Letters since 1992. 
‘This year’s festival will have 
a variety of events starting 
Wednesday, April 13 with 
lectures on ancient theater 
and research on. music, fic- 
tion readings by alumni, 
competitive essay readings, 
a Japanese ‘Tea Ceremony 
and a musical performance. 
Thursday, April 14 hosts 
a Tea Ceremony, lectures 
on the social implications 
of dementia and traditional 
mask making. Off campus, 
Sac State Students will be 
performing an_ operetta 
downtown for the U-Cre- 
ate! street faire along with 
student readings in a coffee 


Shop. 

Other events in the week 
include lectures on disad- 
vantaged youth in the world, 
mask making, and a car- 
toonist’s professional experi- 
ence, along with a workshop 
with an author and a lecture 
on art history, 
a screening of 
a documentary 
with O&A with 
the director, and 
a piano recital. 

“It is important 
to allow students 
to exhibit their 
work to a wide 
range of audiences and do- 
ing sO engages us with the 
community,’ said An Vo, 
external relations & ¢om- 
munications coordinator for 
the College of Arts and Let- 
ters, In an email. 

The festival will conclude 
on Sunday, April 17 with 
a Sunday Funday event in- 


viting faculty, students and 
family to experience various 
art forms in a fun way. 

“We consider ourselves 
lucky to to be able to con- 
tribute to the Sacramento 
art scene,” Vo said. 

Jason Shapiro, a graduate 


“We consider our- 
selves lucky to be able 
to contribute to the 
Sacramento art scene.” 


- An Vo | 
College of Arts & Letters 


student studying creative 
writing and executive editor 
of the Calaveras Station Lit- 
erary Journal and president 


of the English Club, said the 


festival is a way to celebrate 


the art of the community 


with others as an ongoing 
art conversation with artists 
on campus and the artists 


off campus. 

“Everyone thinks of artists 
as lonely, single people, cre- 
ating their work apart from 
everyone else,” Shapiro said. 

Shapiro worked with the 
coordinator of the festival to 
organize Calaveras Station 
authors and edi- 
tors to read their 
work during the 
U-Create! Street 
Faire on Thursday 
night at Insight 
Coffee Roast- 
ers in downtown 
Sacramento. 

Shapiro urged 
students to get involved 
with groups and activities 
on campus because they 
are so instructional to one’s 
creative 
experiences. 

“I’m inspired by the clear 
interest and support for the 
arts at Sac State,” said Gia 
Battista, a graduate student 


and professional . 


studying vocal performance 
and graduate assistant for 
Opera Theater at Sac State. 
Battista is the stage director 
for the operetta “The Little 
Harlequinade” that will be 
performed by students dur- 
ing the U-Create! Street 
Faire. 
She said she put a modern 
twist to the comedic oper- 
etta that comments on ideas 
of beauty and romance. 
Battista has had experi- 
ence stage directing as co- 
artistic director for the Da- 
vis Shakespeare Ensemble 
but this will be her first time 
stage directing for Sac State. 
Battista said she was very 
excited to have the opportu- 
nity to direct her operetta in 
the festival and again later 
this semester when it will be 
performed in the opera II 
“Matrimonio Segreto” di- 
rected by Omari ‘Tau at Sac 
State. 


CULTURE 3 THE STATE HORNET 





“feel like we shou 4 hold a wide open 
event.in thé quad where there’s. all differ- 
ent-genres of music:from different cultures 


an’évent where we Can all just collectively 


@ther and appreciate the music, 
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Members of the band PointDexter are four self-proclaimed nerds. PointDexter will be performing at Serna Plaza on Wednesday, April 20 for UNIQUE’s weekly Nooner. 


[Vu Chau 
@vchau2020 | 


Four self-proclaimed nerds 
from the band PointDexter 
wil bring their genre-fusing 
rock sound to the Sacramen- 
to State campus as a part of 
UNIQUE Programs’ series 
of weekly Nooner concerts 
on Wednesday, April 20 at 
the University Union Serna 
Plaza. 

Formed in 2007, PointDex- 
ter is a four-piece Folsom- 
based rock, alternative and 
indie group that consists of 
Sac State alumnus Kevin 
Kinsella on lead vocals, sax- 
ophone, and keyboard; Bri- 
an Wood on guitar; Jarom 
Horner on bass and Paul 
Bates on drums. 

Kinsella said the band’s 
music is original and unique 
in the sense of different 
genres being blended _to- 
gether to create a more uni- 
fied and, ultimately, more 


polished sound. 

“We're something that you 
may have never heard be- 
fore,” Kinsella said. “We 
kind of blend a little bit of 
genres from a little of heavy 
rock to jazz and funk. Peo- 
ple always compliment us 
on being that unique and for 
being something that is very 
hard to find.” 

For Wood, what makes 
the band the most unique 
to him is the addition of a 
saxophone, something he 
said he does not see often in 
rock bands. 

“It- brings a lot of fresh 
takes to this band,” Wood 
said. “It doesn’t matter 
whether the songs are faster 
or slower ... the dynamic is 
the same and the saxophone 
brings so much to. the table. 
That’s also the thing that 
people talk about at our 
shows — the saxophone.” 

Growing up, Kevin Kin- 
sella said he was never really 
popular and always consid- 
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ered himself a nerd. 

To him, the name “Point- 
Dexter” is the badge of 
honor that he and the band 
wear to show what “band- 
nerds” are capable of. 

“This is our passion, and 
we are nerds and we’re su- 


| “We are nerds 
-and we’re super 
proud of it.” 


- Kevin Kinsella 
Lead singer | 


per proud of it,” Kinsella 
said. 

When it was first formed, 
Kinsella started PointDex- 
ter with his sister and guitar- 
ist David Albertson, who is 
Kinsella’s long time friend. 
After a few years, the latter 
two left the band to pursue 
other career opportunities. 

In 2009, Bates was re- 
cruited to join the band as 


drummers. 

As time went on, Horner 
and Wood joined, making 
PointDexter the band it is 
today. 

“To me, friendships are 
always first and being mu- 
sicians together is second,” 
Kinsella said. 

Bates left the band in 2012 
and moved to Indiana for 
four years before. return- 
ing to rejoin PointDexter in 
2016. 

Despite his hiatus from the 
band and its many line-up 
changes, Bates said the re- 
finement aesthetic of Point- 
Dexter has remained consis- 
tent throughout the years. 

“The dynamic has changed 
a bit since I re-joined the 
band in 2016,” Bates said. 
“The music is a little more 
raw, more polished but it still 
embraces sort ‘of the local 
music scene that is happen- 
ing here in Sacramento.” 

One of PointDexter’s goals 
is to remain relevant in the 


music scene by consistently 
producing new projects ev- 
ery few years. The band 
released its debut album 
“Neoanomaly in 2010, “On 
The Surface” in 2012 and 
EP “Rocket Surgery” in late 
December. 

“We will always try. to 
evolve our sounds, evolve 
our skills and become better 
than we are,” Kinsella said. 
“That is what PointDexter 
is all about, which is evolv- 
ing into a higher state of 
music.” 

In the meantime, Point- 
Dexter is working on a new 
project where each mem- 
ber’s musical influences 
and uniqueness will shine 
even brighter than its past 
projects. | 

“It’s very methodical in a 
way that we communicate 
through our individual in- 
fluences and bring forth in a 
perfect blend — like a mocha 
latte of awesome,” Kinsella 
said. 


Good cause rallies NFL players 


Philanthropic event funds children’s shelter through basketball 


[Kristal Reynaga 
@kristalRHornet | 


Marlon Moore,  wide- 
receiver for the Cleveland 
Browns and Sacramento na- 
tive, is hosting a charity bas- 
ketball game to benefit the 
Children’s Receiving Home 
of Sacramento on Saturday, 
April 16. 

The Marlon Moore Celeb- 
rity Classic charity basket- 
ball game will be held from 
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the 
Capital Christian Center lo- 
cated at 9470 Micron Ave, 
Sacramento, California. 

The Children’s Receiving 
Home of Sacramento is a 
non-profit organization in 
Sacramento County _ that 
provides emergency  shel- 
ter to children and youth 
affected by abuse, neglect, 
behavioral health issues and 
trauma. 

The Marlon Moore Celeb- 
rity Classic is a game that 
aims to provide entertain- 
ment while raising funds for 
a charitable cause. 

According to the Children’s 
Receiving Home of Sacra- 
mento website, Moore’s goal 
is “to bring together NFL 
players and provide an en- 
tertaining basketball game 
to raise money for CRH.” 

Tanya Kravchuk, a Sac- 
ramento State alumna and 
the director of development 
at the Children’s Receiving 
Home, is responsible for 
raising awareness of pro- 
grams and securing funds 
for children in need. 

“Marlon grew up in Sac- 
ramento, and many of his 
childhood friends stayed at 
the Receiving Home at one 
time or another due to un- 
safe family environments,” 
Kravchuk said. “He is grate- 
ful for the impact CRH 


has had in the lives of his 
friends and loved ones and 
has stayed connected with 
us throughout the years by 
volunteering and _ hosting 
various events.” 

NFL players Dwayne 
Bowe, Asa Jackson and Ra- 
shad Jones have confirmed 
their participation for the 
event. The gym seats 1,500 
people; and it is anticipated 
that the event will fill every 
seat. 

Kravchuk said that the 
Children’s Receiving Home 
would like to raise a mini- 
mum of $15,000 to help 
youth living in the Indepen- 
dent Living Program. 

“The CRH Independent 
Living Program helps youth 
aging out of Foster Care 
become self-sufficient by 
obtaining jobs, getting into 
college and securing rent in 
the community,” Kravchuk 
said. “Funds from the Mar- 
lon Moore Charity Classic 
will support this program 
and fund a college road trip 
to open up the eyes of these 
youth to college opportuni- 
ties and encourage and ex- 
cite them to go to college.” 

Lilly Isaak, a senior major- 
ing in marketing and inter- 
national business, said she 
believes that it is important 
for Sac State athletes. to 
give back to the community 
through charitable causes. 

“T think it’s a great way to 
collaborate with local. ath- 
letes [in] the Sacramento 
community to bring aware- 
ness and help raise money 
for an important cause,” 
Isaak said. “Bemg a well- 
known NFL athlete does 
have its perks; however, it’s 
important to use the fame 
that comes with it in a posi- 
tive way. This event gives 
Sacramento State athletes 


the opportunity to see how 
these NFL athletes use their 
popularity as a platform in 
positive ways by participat- 
ing in events like this to raise 
money.” 

Isaak also said it is ympor- 
tant for successful athletes 
to pay it forward to the 
community via charitable 
causes. 

“T think it’s important to 
be involved in community 
events because it’s impor- 
tant to give back to the com- 
munity,’ Isaak said. “Lots 
of people who become 
successful in life always try 
to give back to the schools, 
after school programs or 
sports programs that helped 
them grow and achieve their 
dreams. I think it’s impor- 
tant to keep in touch with 
your roots 
and pay 
it forward 
by helping. 
others. that 
helped you 
be where 
you are 
today.” 

76 Ae 
Halvorson, 
a senior . 
majoring 
in -market- 
ing, said she 
would like 
to attend the 
event and 
thinks that 
the 2s: -évent 
will be suc- 
cessful in 
reaching its 
goal. 

al think 
that is a great 
idea. It will 
draw a large 
amount 
of — people 
and _hope- 


fully raise a lot of money,” 
Halvorson said. “If I was 
available that day I would 
like to attend. It would be 
fun watching them play 
basketball and support the 
Children’s Receiving Home. 
There is a high chance in 
people I know attending the 
classic.” 

Isaak said whether or not 
NFL players are good at 
basketball, the event will still 
be entertaining. 

“T think it’s a great idea that 
will definitely be entertain- 
ing to watch,” Isaak said. 
“Who knows, they might 
realize they’re good at foot- 
ball and basketball. Or, they 
might just start playing foot- 
ball with the basketball.” 

The Children’s Receiv- 
ing Home of Sacramento 


Stoney's is Sacramento's 
Ultimate College Bar! 


Dancing nightly, free lessons, Karaoke, Beer pong, Pool, 
Mechanical bull great food! 


18 a. over Wed, Fri, a Sundays 
Get $5 off your cover charge with this ad if you're 18-20 
Get in for FREE if you're over 21 with this ad 


Stoneyinn.com for more info - open Wed-Sun 


Valid through May 15th 


would like to obtain at least 
30 volunteers to assist with 
various tasks such as setting 
up, taking tickets, giving out 
‘T-shirts and especially with 
cleaning up from noon to 2 


p.m. 

“CRH is the only non- 
profit shelter in Sacramento 
County; we serve more than 
1,500 kids a year,” Krav- 
chuk said. “They all come 
from our community. You 
can be involved in making 
a difference for kids in crisis, 
volunteer, donate and get 
involved.” 

Tickets for the event are 


$90 in advance or $25 at the ~ 


door. Tickets can be bought 
in advance online at the Er- 
nest Leon Moore Memo- 
rial Foundation’s website, 
www.elmmf.org. 
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